Hirsh a star of the present and future
By Rhiannon Potkey, rpotkey@VenturaCountyStar.com
July 9, 2006
Walking through the aisles of PetsMart will never be the same for Jason Hirsh (Cal Lutheran). 

It was there two weeks ago, while shopping for anti-scratching formula for his cat, Grace, that the Round Rock (Texas) Express pitcher found out he had been selected to participate in today's Futures Game at PNC Park in Pittsburgh. 
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"One of my buddies was listening online and called me," Hirsh said. "I had no idea, but I was pumped up when he told me. It's quite an honor to be selected as one of the top 50 prospects in baseball." 

The Futures Game, which pits the United States against the World, is the opening act of Hirsh's all-star tour this week. The 6-foot-8 right-hander is also playing in the Triple-A All-Star Game in Toledo, Ohio, on Wednesday. 

"I definitely have a busy schedule, but it's going to be fun," Hirsh said. "It will be kind of like a vacation, but I will do a little work scheduled in between." 

Hirsh has more than earned his time away from Round Rock. Tabbed the Houston Astros' top prospect by Baseball America, he has been in dominating form the last two months. 

The 2003 second-round pick has won his last nine decisions, and hasn't surrendered an earned run in his last 27 innings to lower his ERA to 2.28. Hirsh (10-2) became the Pacific Coast League's third 10-game winner with a 4-0 victory over Albuquerque last week. 

"I am getting better and better as the days go on and stronger and stronger," Hirsh said. "Hopefully, I can keep carrying it on, and make it difficult for the guys upstairs to keep me in Triple-A." 

Hirsh wasn't as optimistic about his chances a few months ago after enduring a rough spring training that carried over into his first few starts of the regular season. 

"I was trying to do too much and impress too many people by trying to live up to the hype," he said. "Even though if you asked me in February if I felt the pressure, I would adamantly deny it. But I think in the back of my mind there was definitely some pressure on myself to perform. I just had to go back to doing what I do best, going there and throwing strikes, getting guys out and competing." 

Throughout the season, Hirsh has been keeping a journal for minorleaguebaseball.com. Many of his old friends and classmates from high school and college have been responding to his postings. 

"There are a lot of people from all walks of life I haven't talked to in years who are apparently following me," Hirsh said. "It's nice to get reacquainted with them through e-mail. It's such a small world." 

The Round Rock pitching staff received an added boost last month when seven-time Cy Young award winner RogerClemens passed through during his minor league tuneup. 

"I didn't really get to talk to him as much as I would have liked," Hirsh said. "But I did get to see some of the nuances in his warmup routine. He is a guy who knows exactly what to do and at exactly what time. He is very meticulous." 

Hirsh hopes to be reunited with Clemens in Houston after the All-Star break to help the Astros make another late-season playoff push. 

"It would great if it happened soon, but if not, so be it," Hirsh said. "They told me to make it as hard as possible to keep me down, and at this point, they are having to make some tough decisions." 

